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OF OMISSION 


THE sin 

It isn’t the thing you do, dear, 

It’s the thing you leave undone 
Which gives you a bit of heart-ache 
At the setting of the sun. 

The tender word forgotten, 

The letter you did not write, 

The flower you might have sent, dear, 
Are your haunting ghosts to-night. 

The stone you might have lifted 
Out of a brother’s way, 

The bit of heartsome counsel 
You were hurried too much to say. 
The loving touch of the hand, dear, 
The gentle and winsome tone 
That you had no time or thought for, 
With troubles enough of your own. 

These little acts of kindness, 

So easily out of mind ; 

These chances to be angels, 

Which even mortals find — 

They come in night and silence, 

Each chill reproachful wraith, 

When hope is faint and flagging 
And a blight has dropped on faith. 

For life is all too short, dear, 

And sorrow is all too great, 

To suffer one slow compassion 
That tarries until too late. 

And it’s not the thing you do, dear, 

wi!- S the thing you leave un< lone 
ich gives you the bitter heart-ache 
At the setting of the sun. 

(From 11 Mother's Note Book.) 




books. 

“En hoexkens ende Boexkens.” 

In response to your invitation to readers of the P R t k- • , 

notes about books which have been rnH „ F, , 1 sub J 01n a few 

proved interesting. ^ t0 ° Ur chlldren . and which have 

For younger children, say from six to ten vears „ih r 
(i) “ The Zoo," J. C. Wood S.P C E , y s old - 1 can recom mend 
illustrated in colours, dealing with such well kn ’ ahttl . e book nicel y 
foxes, wolves, etc., and consS L ) ammals aS m ° nkeys - 

creatures, botk in istJoZZ ^ 
to arouse a real interest, and to impart to the little * b °° k calcu,ated 
into the lives of our dumb relations. (,) 

Ascott R. Hope (Blackie & Son u (Si * m r , ° ld Renown > 

t=u^ 

Jr * i u f S an exceIlent introduction to the “ Idylls of the Kin? ” 

a/‘‘ h >/ y tHe WC fin ? hi § hly appreciated by children of ten and eleven. 

strong S 0/ f T ’ A - & E ' Kear y (Macmillan, 2J. 6 d.), may also be 

strongly recommended. 3 

ten ^ “ Po P ular Romances of the Middle Ages," 
Edited by Sir G. W. Cox (Kegan Paul, dr.), may be mentioned. It contains 
cany all the famous romances current during the medieval times, from the 
r unan eg*ends to the stories of the Nibelung\ There is retained in 
jese ta cs, however, so strong* a reminiscence of the heavy narrative style 
° t le old chroniclers as may perhaps in the opinion of some render them 
unsuitable for oral reading. (2) “ Ihe Odyssey ” (Cowper’s or Morris’s 
rans ation may be suggested) we have found very suitable for children 
over ten, of course with judicious omissions. It is, I believe, becoming 
gradually recognised that the most effective method of cultivating the 
iterature of other lands is to encourage the use of good translations. By 
is means, though indeed we may miss the superior beauties of expression 
w ich the translator in his highest flight can hardly hope to reach, yet 
certainly, with this exception, it is possible to possess almost all that is 
Va ua ^^ e in any great work of literature ; while at the same time by no 
course ean we better stimulate the desire to read the author in his own 
^PnsstmcL verba . In this connection I must not omit to mention (3) 

taxman's Designs, illustrative 0/ Homer, Aeschylus and Hesiod, 

^ Vols -> i n paper, 2s. 6d. each, or in 1 vol., half morocco (G. Bell & Sons), 
e whole forms a most interesting and valuable collection. Might I also 




BOOKS. 


5!L— - TTTiT Ifrrtsof the Highlands » 

venture to re^nd (4) > * J to observers and lovers of our n ative 

(j. Murray, 8* ? . a bo f h " chase are deeply embedded in our nature, and 
fauna. The inst.ncts of t universal an instinct will not crop up in the 
it is idle to suppose tn« ^ remains for us , i s this instinct to be 

case of our own sons. J ^ on]y? or is it possible that it may be 

sternly repressed as e . t0 highe r things ? I would answer the 

used to lead us and ou ative< It is too often supposed that the 

Utter question m me ductive of nothing higher than cruelty 

activities of the spor ^ being true. By the necessities of the 

and callousness. elled to study the intimate proceedings an d 

case the chasse » ^.P which he has to do, with the natural result, 

hab | tS °f th a C nd characteristically, that there is born in him a reverent 
habitually an in re gard to all living things, which finds its 

y 


S aT e pressi.1 no, in cruel, y, bn, ,n a grow.ng kmdl nes, of heart. 
Snch a spirit, perhaps in a pre-eminent degree, we find m he writings of 
John P ( S ) Blackmore’s classic story, “ Lorna Doom, breathing as 
t does the spirit of daylight and heroic manhood is an entirely healthful 
book for young people, and much delighted in by our children of ten to 
twelve. It is suitable for reading along with the history of the Restoration 
period. I hope it is needless to recommend the books of Mrs. Ewing. 
Every one of them should be read by every body, from six years old 
upwards, and over and over. No story books are so ravishing, so inspiring, 
so stimulating. The beautiful dramatic style lends itself specially to 
reading aloud. Volumes entitled “ 7’^ Brownies " and “Melchior's 
Dream ” (G. Bell & Sons, is ) are specially suitable for children. 


n. i5. 

“ What's o'clock ,". a missionary book for boys and girls, by Georgina 
A. Gollock, is. 6 d. The need of a book written in a simple style, and yet 
givingaclear bird’s eye view of mission work all over the world is here 
supplied. This book is written especially for children, and cannot fail to 
interest them and make them feel the reality of the great work it describes, 
and their share in it too. Twelve o’clock land is England, and each 
succeeding hour gives its name to the country over which the sun next 
rises. The illustrations are instructive, and the stories of different peoples 
might form an interesting series of geography lessons. Published by the 
Church Missionary Society, Salisbury Square, London, E.C. 
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THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[7Af M the onions of Correspondents . ] 

for this, 

devoted to the better education of parents in f ° a ma £ aziI)e 

I want to draw the attention of any parents wJ^ t0 ? dr childre "’ 
with it, to the work the National Society for th be ac( l uainte d 

Children is carrying on. The head office is t * eventMm of Cruelt y *> 
bury, W.C., buHt has aid commfiLs in more ha^T Tf 
England. I cannot help thinking that most 

Socety and it. work but I wish every parent would take the trouble to t 
.nttmately acquainted wuth it, and then I feel sure there would be few 
mothers who would not feel they must do all in their power to help it 1 
say mothers, for who can feel for suffering children like they? and when 
we mothers think how the slightest neglect or unhappiness of one of our 
own little ones makes us suffer so much, can we shut our hearts to the cry 
of the thousands of children who are born into the world to suffer at the 
hands of their parents, who will slowly starve them to death, expose them 
to the cold with scarcely any clothing on, or torture them in ways that 
seem too horrible to mention, only that they must be mentioned to be 
believed. But it is to one particular branch of the Society’s work that I 
wish to call attention here, that is, the Children’s League of Pity, which 
has been formed for the purpose of enabling the happy children of the 
land to help the unhappy. The Society pledges itself that no horrors 
shall be put into the literature connected with the League of Pity — 
nothing that shall sully the innocence of childhood. Each member 
undertakes to collect £i, associates any sum under / 1. Collecting cards 
und books about the work will be supplied on application to the Head of 
the Children’s League of Pity, 7, Harpur Street, Bloomsbury, W.C. 

It has occurred to me that the prize competitions offered by ‘‘Auntie 
Mai ” in the Parents' Review might be given by the little winners to such 
an object. I do not know that these prize competitions which are carried 
to such excess nowadays are wholly to be desired for children. It seems 
to me they may engender a love of money for its own sake, which is not 
wholesome nor desirable. Jf the money be devoted to some good object, 
of course with the child’s consent, it would then be an incentive for the 
c hild to work to help others. 0 


